
What is the study about?
In PEPERONI (PlacEntal PERfusion and OxygeNation Imaging), we use cutting-edge imaging to monitor how 
well the placenta works. The placenta, a unique and vital organ, is shared by the mother and her offspring 
during pregnancy. In this study, we are using advanced MRI imaging methods to assess how the placenta 
performs essential functions, such as perfusion (blood flow) and oxygenation. Ultimately, PEPERONI will provide 
data that could enable us to develop optimal treatments for pregnancies complicated by placental failure and 
to ensure the best possible outcomes for future babies.

How do I benefit from participation? 
•  If the MRI finds anything unusual, we will alert you and  
    your doctor

•  $100 for each visit in gratitude for your participation in 
    this study

•  Free parking during your research-related visits to 
    Children’s National

•  Free MRI pictures of your developing baby 

I want to enroll, what do I do next?
If you would like to hear more about the Project PEPERONI 
study or to discuss your eligibility, please contact our 
research team at: 

Email: ProjectPEPERONI@childrensnational.org
Phone: 202-476-3842

What happens if I join this study? 
We will take pictures of your baby and placenta using 
MRI without any sedation or injections

Is this procedure safe?
Because our MRI team is well-trained and follows
established guidelines, potential risks to study
participants are minimal. These potential risks very rarely 
cause harm when MRI is performed within established 
guidelines by people who are trained.

Joining this study will NOT:
•  Involve additional needle sticks to you or your baby

•  Expose you or your baby to any experimental 
    medicines 

•  Change the way your doctors manage your 
    pregnancy or your baby

•  Cost you or your insurance anything

You are invited to join a fetal MRI study. We are partnering with your OB team at GW.

Project PEPERONI
PlacEntal PERfusion and OxygeNation Imaging

You qualify for this study if:
•  You are older than 18 years
 
•  You are pregnant with a single fetus

•  Your gestational age ranges between 13-38 weeks

•  You are either
    generally healthy without chronic conditions
    diagnosed with fetal growth restriction
    diagnosed with preeclampsia


